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Preface
This special issue contains a number of papers given at the meeting ‘‘Set Theory, Classical and Constructive’’ which took
place at the University of Amsterdam in May of 2010. The conference attempted to bring classical and constructive set
theorists together, in order to both inform researchers about the frontiers of research in both fields, and probe possible new
areas of common interest. The meeting also featured a strictly philosophical/historical segment.
Until recently, classical and constructive set theory as fields have had less interaction than might be expected. While
this is a corollary of initial research trajectories in both subjects, a mutual commitment to set theory as a foundation
for mathematics not only laid the ground for the existence of many common interests, but has recently flowered into a
discussion across cultures, if not even cooperation. There are of course points of divergence, such as the use of classical logic,
the Axiom of Choice and (sometimes) Power Set; but more and more areas of common interest have emerged, especially in
the area of the model theory. For example, topos models generalize forcing, and classical set theory is often instrumental in
the construction of models for intuitionistic set theory.
The meeting was organized by Juliette Kennedy, Jaap van Oosten and Jouko Väänänen and sponsored by INFTY and the
Dutch national research foundation NWO. The invited speakers were Peter Aczel, Benno van den Berg, Andreas Blass, Juliet
Floyd, Harvey Friedman, Peter Koepke, IekeMoerdijk, Erik Palmgren,Michael Rathjen, Dana Scott, Alex Simpson, NikWeaver
and Hugh Woodin. The aim of the organizers was to have a reasonably balanced mix of speakers from both classical and
constructive/predicative set theory, as well as a philosophical component. A panel discussion was held at the end of the
first day (with Friedman, Scott, Weaver andWoodin in the panel; moderated by van Oosten), in which the panelists and the
audience exchanged views on the ontology of set theory, the relationship between set theory and everyday mathematics,
and what the most pressing issues are in contemporary set theory.
After the meeting, a group of renowned researchers were invited to contribute to these proceedings. The submissions
were handled by Juliette Kennedy and Jaap van Oosten who have acted as guest editors of APAL for this issue. All papers
were refereed according to the standards of APAL.
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